Once Upon A Forest: Trees of the Temperate Forest Teaching Guide

Teaching and Management Tips to Maximize Children’s Experiences

This guide is offered to maximize children’s learning in this area in that they think about their experiences rather than quickly trying out activities and moving on to another area.

Teaching Through Inquiry

BEFORE Children Explore Trees of the Temperate Forest

· Have students sit on the carpet in a semi-circle near the shelf with this activity.
· Ask the following questions:
For the youngest children: Bark is the outside of trees. It is like skin.

SHOW an example.
· What are the colors of the bark of trees? (Answers will vary.)
HOLD up a sample of the Maple and have students tell its color.

Younger children: Texture is how something feels—smooth, rough

· Describe the texture of the Maple bark. (PASS it around.)
HOLD up a sample of the Pine tree.

· What are the colors of the bark? Describe how it looks. What is the texture of the bark?

      REPEAT with all sections of trees.

· How are the colors of the wood different?

Looking at a Cross-Section of a Tree

· Look at the cross-section of a tree. A cross-section is what you see if some one cuts through a tree.

· What do you see? Each year the tree grew from one dark circle to the next dark circle. These circles are called tree rings. The tree rings on a cross-section of a tree tell the tree’s life story.

· What happens if a tree doesn’t get as much water as it needs? 

· What other things might happen to trees as they grow?

· How would the tree rings show what happened?

· How would tree rings show that a forest fire hurt or damaged the tree?

Before Children Leave this Activity

Ask:

· What did you observe about the bark on different trees? (Children should comment on color and texture of bark.)

· What did you discuss about cross-sections of trees?

· What other observations did you make?

Science Note: If children say that some sections of trees were heavier than others. They are correct in their observation.   HOWEVER—the same size and shape of tree samples may weigh differently because of the density of the cells of the woods.

Some woods have more cells packed into the same amount of space than other woods.

