Once Upon a Forest: Puppet Tree

Teaching Guide

Teaching and Management Tips to Maximize Children’s Experiences

This guide is offered to maximize children’s learning in this area so that they think about their experiences rather than quickly trying out activities and moving on to another area.

Teaching Through Inquiry

Before Children Explore the Puppet Tree

· Secure children’s attention by directing their attention to the tree.  Ask them to describe Alabama’s weather (For older students: climate). (warm-hot summers

mild to cool winters when contrasted to other areas; plenty of precipitation)

· For older students: Alabama is in a temperate forest zone.

· Ask questions listed or similar questions that require more than yes/no responses. Wait a minimum of three seconds after a question is asked before you continue.

For younger students:

· What animals could you see in Alabama’s forest?

· What animals would you never see in Alabama (except in a zoo)?

For older students:

· How is Alabama’s weather different from Alaska, another state? Antarctica, another continent?

· How does weather or climate of an area affect the kinds of animals that live there?

· Weather and climate are not the only influences on where certain animals are found.

· What animals live in the temperate forest? Explain why some animals are not found in the temperate forest without special accommodations.

Children Explore
Have children identify the kinds of animal puppets in the tree. Younger children can make up stories for peers. Older students may develop puppet shows for younger students about the temperate forest, food chains, and animal behaviors.

BEFORE Children Leave the Puppet Tree

· Ask children to share what they created in the puppet tree.

· Review what they may find in Alabama’s forests. What things can harm or protect the forest?

